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trials of regional and national importance: 
Whether these cases dealt with drug traf-
ficking, fraud, tax evasion, bribery, or civil mat-
ters, Judge Gilliam’s fair and professional ap-
proach to the law laid the foundation for his 
solid reputation both within and outside the 
legal community. 

In addition to his contributions in the court-
room, Judge Gilliam also made his mark in the 
classroom. The Thomas Jefferson School of 
Law recruited Judge Gilliam as an adjunct pro-
fessor. With his background in business, eco-
nomics, and civil, criminal, and trial law, he 
proved to be an inspirational and devoted in-
structor for the numerous courses he taught 
there over the next 24 years. So much so that 
the school’s moot courtroom has been dedi-
cated in his honor. 

Judge Gilliam gave his time and effort to his 
community in countless ways. He served on 
the boards of numerous organizations ranging 
from the San Diego Urban League to the Uni-
versity of California, San Diego to the 
Y.M.C.A. The community, in turn, has honored 
Judge Gilliam repeatedly with an unbelievably 
long, diverse list of awards that attest to his 
unrelenting success in making a difference in 
San Diego. 

In 1982, the San Diego African American 
Lawyer’s Organization honored Judge Gilliam 
by changing its name to the Earl B. Gilliam 
Bar Association. Today, they carry on his leg-
acy by working within our community to de-
fend the rights of African-Americans, combat 
racism and poverty, and foster integrity in the 
legal community. 

Judge Gilliam truly was a hero who worked 
for all of San Diego. I am glad to have the 
privilege of introducing this legislation to name 
a post office in his honor and I hope my col-
leagues will support me in celebrating his 
many achievements. 
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ENERGY POLICY ACT OF 2004 

SPEECH OF 

HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 15, 2004 

Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Mr. Speaker, while 
I am voting against the Energy Policy Act of 
2004, I believe its provisions regarding alter-
native vehicles and fuels introduce valuable in-
centives that would help protect our air quality, 
limit fuel consumption, and reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil. 

These provisions would make the cleanest 
vehicles available today more affordable by 
providing a credit for the purchaser of new 
qualified fuel cell, hybrid, or other alternative 
fuel motor vehicle, as well as a new credit for 
qualified biodiesel fuel mixtures. With signifi-
cant fuel economy and low tailpipe emissions, 
alternative-fuel and advanced-technology vehi-
cles help to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
and cut fuel consumption. 

What our country needs is a national energy 
policy that will promote conservation, and also 
improve our economy and reduce our growing 
dependence on foreign oil. We need a plan 
that safeguards our natural resources, and re-
lies on energy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy. Encouraging Americans to drive environ-
mentally friendly vehicles would benefit our 
economy and protect our environment. 

INTRODUCTION OF A CONCURRENT 
RESOLUTION TO RAISE AWARE-
NESS OF SUICIDE 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2004 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce a concurrent resolution 
which recognizes the importance of suicide 
prevention and raising awareness of suicide 
within the nation. 

Suicide occurs in our nation at a rate of 
30,000 suicides annually and kills youth six 
nine times more often than homicide. It is also 
the second fastest growing cause of death 
among college-age students. However, studies 
have shown that 95 percent of suicides are 
preventable. It is a silent epidemic that is pre-
ventable and awareness is the key to that pre-
vention. 

There are several programs throughout the 
country which put in hundred of hours, most 
from volunteers, to provide support services to 
prevent suicide as well as support to the fami-
lies and friends who have lost loved ones to 
suicide. I would like to highlight one of these 
organizations which is based in my district in 
Colorado, but works throughout the country 
and internationally. The Yellow Ribbon Inter-
national Suicide Prevention Program pro-
vides resources to teachers, parents, and 
those at the most risk of suicide. They go into 
schools to raise the level of discussion about 
suicide and ways to seek help. The more sui-
cide is talked about, the more likely those 
thinking about suicide will take action and ask 
for assistance. 

Many who are considering suicide do not 
know where to turn for help, or even how to 
ask for help. Under the Yellow Ribbon Inter-
national Suicide Prevention Program, Yellow 
Ribbon Ask 4 Help cards are made available 
to schools, teachers, counselors, and parents. 
These cards provide a simple way for individ-
uals to ask for help, especially for those who 
cannot utter the words ‘‘I need help.’’ 

It is also important to remember that suicide 
does not only affect our youth, but people 
throughout the phases of life. In fact, the larg-
est number of suicide deaths occurs among 
men between the ages of 35–44. The National 
Strategy for Suicide Prevention, within the De-
partment of Health and Human Services rec-
ommends and encourages organizations to 
expand there service to focus on elementary 
ages as well as the elderly. 

My concurrent resolution recognizes the im-
portance of suicide prevention and awareness, 
as well as reaffirms the commitment to the pri-
orities expressed in H. Res. 212 and S. Res. 
84 which were both passed in the 105th Con-
gress. Lastly this bill states that the week of 
September 19, 2004 should be recognized as 
Yellow Ribbon Suicide Awareness and Pre-
vention Week. 

I urge my colleagues in the House to sup-
port this legislation to help prevent suicide and 
to wear a yellow ribbon the week of Sep-
tember 19, 2004 to raise awareness of this 
global epidemic. 

CONGRATULATING ZARA 
MARSELIAN 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2004 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Zara Marselian, founder of 
La Maestra Community Health Centers. Be-
sides providing multicultural health care and 
social services to immigrants and refugees in 
inner city San Diego, La Maestra is unique in 
developing services, and programs in re-
sponse to demonstrated needs presented by 
its patient base. 

Ms. Marselian is one of ten outstanding indi-
viduals from across the country selected this 
year to receive a Robert Wood Johnson Com-
munity Health Leadership award. 

The child of immigrant and refugee parents, 
Marselian saw an unmet need in her native 
San Diego for medical care for uninsured im-
migrants with little or no English speaking 
skills. Although she had no medical back-
ground, she started a clinic in her home in 
1991, one evening a week with one physician. 

Since its modest beginning, La Maestra 
Community Health Centers has expanded to 
include adult and pediatric medical services, 
two dental clinics, a pharmacy, behavioral 
health services and health education. 
Marselian has also established a task force to 
increase access to health care for the unin-
sured, working poor. 

La Maestra’s additional services range from 
job training, placement and referrals to 
childcare, insurance eligibility assistance, and 
housing and community development. Staff 
members, who come from diverse back-
grounds and speak 19 languages, provide 
translation services and culturally sensitive 
care. 

One clinic patient called Marselian ‘‘the 
mother of refugees and immigrants’’ for her 
work in providing multicultural health care and 
social services to San Diego residents who 
have nowhere else to turn for help. 

I wish to congratulate Zara Marselian for her 
impressive accomplishments at La Maestra 
Community Health Centers and for her efforts 
in achieving a 2004 Robert Wood Johnson 
Community Health Leadership award. 
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COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN HONORS 
PRESIDENT REAGAN 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 17, 2004 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, all 
over America, people are honoring the mem-
ory of President Ronald Reagan, who passed 
away on June 5th. Among those who have 
paid homage to President Reagan’s legacy is 
the Council of Khalistan, led by my friend Dr. 
Gurmit Singh Aulakh. Dr. Aulakh wrote an ex-
cellent letter to President Bush offering condo-
lences to the American people on President 
Reagan’s passing. He took special note of 
President Reagan’s vision and his efforts to 
extend freedom all over the world. 

President Reagan referred to America as 
‘‘the shining city on a hill,’’ the bright hope for 
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